
  



  



  

Gnosticism

Comes from the Greek word 
gnosis = to know.



  

Gnosticism

Comes from the Greek word 
gnosis = to know

This “higher knowledge” created a 
“spiritual aristocracy”



  

Gnosticism

Comes from the Greek word 
gnosis = to know

This “higher knowledge” created a 
“spiritual aristocracy”

Similar to Theosophists and New 
Agers
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Gnosticism

Believed that matter was evil

- God didn't create the world

- He created aeons with a little 
less deity each time

- Final aeon has enough deity to 
create the world but not corrupt 
God's perfection and purity

- Aeons ruled man's destiny and 
were to be worshipped
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- Jesus only appeared to be 
human
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Gnosticism

Salvation was only available to 
“the enlightened” with knowledge

Believed that matter was evil

Believed in mediating beings that 
should be worshipped

Asceticism - inflict pain on the 
body

Libertinism - do what you want
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Problems in Colossae

Professed to be a philosophy but 
Paul called it empty and deceitful

It placed an emphasis on 
circumcision, dietary laws, and the 
observance of holy days

Syncretism of pagan, Jewish and 
Christian beliefs and practices
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Theme of Colossians

Absolute supremacy and sole 
sufficiency of Jesus

- Head of the church

- Reconciler of the universe

- In Him dwells the fullness of the 
God head

- Every power and authority is 
subject to Him



  

Theme of Colossians

Absolute supremacy and sole 
sufficiency of Jesus

- The essence of the Mystery of 
God

- In Him all God's treasure of 
wisdom and knowledge lie hidden

 - He is the standard

- Old Covenant testified of Him



  

Theme of Colossians

Absolute supremacy and sole 
sufficiency of Jesus

- He conquered evil by the cross

- Enthroned at the right hand of 
God

- Our lives are hidden with God in 
Christ and will be manifested
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